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looked upon with disfavor. Particularly has
this been true within the last few years, when
the expenses of government have far outrun
the total rent of land.

Another variety of land tax that is often
suggested for the United States is known as
the increment tax levied on the increase in
land value determined when landed prop-
erty changes hands. It has been pointed out,
however, that the American system of levy-
ing the tax on an assessed capital value, in-
stead of on present income already includes
a substantial increment tax because the capi-
tal or selling value is very often based upon
an expected increase in land value.

The theory underlying the present system
of taxing land under the general property tax
in the United States is founded ostensibly on
the 'ability-to-pay' principle, formulated by
Adam Smith in the Wealth of Nations
(1776). Ownership of land signifies saved
wealth or the possession of the ability to pay
taxes. Many economists are calling attention
to the fact that this puts a premium on
spending and a penalty on saving. Conse-
quently there is considerable scientific sup-
port for the view that some of the heavy di-
rect taxes upon land should be transferred
to indirect taxes upon certain forms of con-
sumption, i.e., that a broadening of the base
of taxation is necessary to avoid confisca-
tion of land values.

Lander, Frederick William (1821-62),
American engineer and soldier, was born in
Salem, Mass. He practised his profession as
engineer for New England railroads until
his appointment in 1853 as chief engineer of
the Northern Pacific Railroad survey which,
with another route to Puget Sound, he com-
pleted the following year. He was also chief
engineer of the great overland wagon route.
In the Civil War he served on General Mc-
Clellan's staff, rising to the rank of brigadier
general of volunteers.

Lander, Richard Lemon (1804-34), Eng-
lish explorer, was born in Truro, Cornwall.
In 1825 he accompanied Clapperton's Niger
expedition and on his return wrote accounts
of it in his Journal of Richard Lander from
Kano to the Coast (1829), and Records of
Captain Clapperton's Last Expedition to Af-
rica (1830). In 1830 Lander and his brother
John (1807-39) were sent by the government
to explore the lower course of the Niger. They
ascended the stream as far as Yaoorie, 100
m. above Boussa, and eventually discovered
its outlet into the Bight of Benin. During
a later expedition to the Niger, Lander was

killed by the natives. Consult his Journal of
an Expedition to Explore the Niger (1832).
Landes, maritime department, France, in
the southwestern part, bordering on the At-
lantic. It has an area of 3,604 sq. m. The
portion to the n. of the Adour, three-fifths
of the department, is known as the landes,
and consists of tracts of sand, interspersed
with marshes, and forests of cork, pine, and
oak. Mining is extensively carried on, iron
ore being the principal source of wealth.
Rock salt is obtained at Dax and Lcscourrc.
Mont dc Marsan is the capital; p. 263,937.
Landgrave, or Count, a German title of
nobility instituted at the tjmc of the Holy
Roman Empire. It originally signified a count
of unusual power and administrator, mili-
tary leader, and also as judge.
Landis, Kenesaw Mountain (1866-1944),
American jurist, was bor-n in Millvillc, Ohio.
In 1905 he became judge of the U. S. Dis-
trict Court for the Northern District of Illi-
nois. He was presiding judge at the trial, in
Chicago (June-July 1907), of the Standard
Oil Company of Indiana for accepting re-
bates from railroads. In 1920 Judge Landis
became the chief arbiter of disputes in base-
ball associations.
Land Laws, an expression commonly em-
ployed to describe certain legislative acts of
the Parliament of Great Britain and the
Congress of the United States radically al-
tering the common law conception of ten-
ure of lands or providing for the acquisition
of property therein by the people. Of this
character are the homestead*laws of the
United States and the Irish Land Laws en-
acted by Gladstone's government in 1870 and
1881 and by that of Lord Salisbury in 1887.
For an account of this legislation sec IRISH
LAND LEGISLATION. For the ordinary law of
property in land see PROPERTY; REAL PROP-
ERTY.
Land League, The, a league of Irish ten-
ants established in October 1879, and sup-
pressed in 1881, perhaps the most powerful
of the many organizations to which agrarian
agitation in Ireland has given birth. Under
the Coercion Act of 1881, Parnell and other
officials were arrested and confined in Kil-
mainham prison, and the league was pro-
claimed as an unlawful association.
Landlord and Tenant, the relation sub-
sisting between the lessor and the lessee of
land. Any estate in land which is capable of
subdivision may furnish material for the cre-
ation of a tenancy, the only requisite being
that the lessor shall retain an interest in the